World War | arose from widespread social,
political, cultural, and economic upheavals
that were reshaping the world. How did the
Great War accelerate those changes and
transform private and public life

in the United States?
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In 1914, war erupted in Europe. Rival nations around the globe
took sides: The Central Powers—Germany, Austria-Hungary, and
others—united against the Allies that included Britain, France,
Canada, Australia, France, Italy, Japan, and Russia. After three years
of ferocious fighting, both sides were dug in and deadlocked. The
United States entered the war on April 6, 1917, broke the impasse,
and helped bring the war to an end on November 11, 1918.
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More than 116,000 Americans died in
\ ‘ J S ] service. But unlike other nations caught
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Nor did the United States experience
the utter destruction of its built and
natural environments.
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World War | changed
life in the United States
in ways that continue to
reverberate today.

World War I: Lessons and Legacies is organized by the Smithsonian

Institution Traveling Exhibition Service and the National Museum of
American History, with funding from The United States World War |
Centennial Commission and the Smithsonian Women's Committee.
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